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Thanks PNC Bank and Grow Up Great!

Thanks to a major grant from the PNC Foundation to Whitaker
Center for Science and the Arts, area preschool teachers
at Capital Area Head Start (CAHS) will have opportunities to

learn how to teach hands-on science basics in their classrooms.

The grant supports Grow Up
Great with Science, PNC’s new
initiative to help foster a foundation
in science for area preschoolers.
A study by the National Research
Council recognized that providing
young children with research-based mathematics and science
learning is likely to pay off with increased achievement, literacy, and
work skills in these critical areas.

“We understand the critical need for teachers and their students
to have a stronger base in science in today’s technology-driven
society,” said Dr. Michael Hanes, Whitaker Center President and
CEO. “Our partnership with CAHS and the PNC Foundation
greatly enhances our programming and will enable us to create a
curriculum to teach age-appropriate science and model best
practices. This unique program includes parents and builds a new
resource model that can be replicated by other programs.”

Whitaker Center was one of 15 recipients in seven states and the
District of Columbia to receive funding through PNC Grow Up Great.
The 10-year, $100 million investment in early childhood education
includes up to $6 million in grants to fund regional science centers.

The mission of Whitaker

Center for Science and

the Arts is to serve as

the center for scientific,

artistic, cultural and

educational activities

to enhance the

region’s quality of life

and economic vitality.

After the press confer-
ence announcing the
new program on 8/19/09,
President and CEO
Dr. Michael L. Hanes (left),
Capital Area Head Start
Executive Director
Jo Pepper, and Emeritus
Board member and PNC
President Central PA
Denny Brenckle watch as
children from Head Start
classrooms play with new
toys, provided by local
PNC employees.



10th Birthday was a Bash!
New Website Went Live
Hundreds of friends and supporters celebrated
Whitaker Center’s 10th Anniversary on
Wednesday, 9/9/09. In addition to a delightful
evening filled with great food and birthday
cake, recollections of the past 10 years, and
visions for continued excellence and innovation
in the future, guests participated in the public
launch of the new website.

“Internet technology has come such a long
way since we initially developed our website,”
noted Whitaker Center President and CEO
Dr. Michael Hanes. “This new site is easy to
navigate and full of guest services that people
have been asking us for. There are pull-down

menus for upcoming events
and links to social network-
ing sites. We’re thrilled with
all the capabilities. The 10th

Anniversary was the perfect
time to go live.”

Speakers commemorating
the event included

President and CEO Dr. Michael Hanes, Board
Chair Jack Stover, Esq., and City of Harrisburg
Mayor Stephen R. Reed, who initiated the down-
town arts center project that became Whitaker
Center more than 25 years ago. Whitaker
Center acknowledged the donors, sponsors,
friends, Board of Directors and Emeritus
members who supported the organization, and
noted a few of its many milestones.
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Some of Whitaker Center’s landmark achievements include:

1993 The Capital Center for Arts, Science and Education was incorporated by Founding
President and CEO Dr. Thomas R. Stone, who launched the project with an $18,000,000
grant from the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

1994 The Whitaker Foundation made the naming gift in honor of Uncas A. and Helen F.
Whitaker, and the facility became known as Whitaker Center for Science and the Arts.

1995 The John Crain Kunkel Foundation named the Kunkel Gallery.

1996 Sunoco, Inc., named Sunoco Performance Theater.

1997 The block between Court Street and 3rd Street on Market was razed and construction began.

1998 The Topping Off Ceremony was held on 5/15/98, permanently securing a steel beam
filled with Founder signatures at the top corner of Sunoco Performance Theater.

1999 The Founders Gala, hosted by Lois Lehrman Grass and Hal McInnes, was held on
9/8/99 with 1,100 people, and the Ribbon Cutting took place on 9/9/99, followed by the
opening performance, The Amazing Kreskin.

2000 The GEMS CLUB was launched as the newest facet of membership.

2001 Harsco Corporation named Harsco Science Center and Sunoco Performance Theater
hosted the National Community Theater Conference AACT/Fest.

“Our support of Whitaker Center is another strategic investment to help our nonprofit partners,
preschools and caregivers develop stronger, smarter and healthier families and communities,”
said Denny Brenckle, President of PNC for Central Pennsylvania. “These grants will allow children
to experience educational opportunities that would otherwise not be possible.”

Whitaker Center will use the funding to train local preschool teachers and introduce families to
science through visits to the Center’s interactive exhibits. In addition, Science Center staff will
travel to classrooms to help teachers carry out an integrated teaching model. Many of the activities
will receive assistance from PNC employees as volunteers. 



2002 Byron Quann became President and CEO, Select Medical Corporation and the Ortenzio
Family named Select Medical IMAX® Theater, and the region’s only IMAX Theater began to
offer digitally-remastered Hollywood movies.

2003 The Benjamin Olewine III Family named the Gloria M. Olewine Gallery, and the
Philadelphia Orchestra performed in Harrisburg for the first time in 20 years.

2004 More than 1,000,000 people saw 1381/2 art cows (located all over town) during the
wildly popular CowParade Harrisburg, and the Slate & Stone Society for planned gifts
launched on the Center’s 5th Anniversary.

2005 The Whitaker Foundation contributed the lead gift of $5,000,000 to the Excellence &
Innovation Campaign, and the R.M.S. Titanic docked in the Gloria M. Olewine Gallery.

2006 Miles J. Gibbons presented
a $1,000,000 check from The
Helen F. Whitaker Fund to
Interim President and CEO
Kristen Olewine Milke, and the
portraits of Whitakers were
hung in AMP Grand Lobby.

2007 Dr. Michael L. Hanes joined the
organization as President and
CEO and was visited by Aliens
in Harsco Science Center.

2008 KidsPlace gallery, for children
under age 5, opened on
3/8/08; OUR BODY: THE
UNIVERSE WITHIN opened on
6/7/08, the Administrative
Office became known as the
Benjamin Olewine III Center
at 225 Market Street on 9/5/08;
and Tony Bennett performed
at The Forum on 9/27/08.

2009 Forces of Nature gallery opened
on 2/10/09 to rave reviews,
and Surgery Live! launched on
3/5/09 with partners Penn State
Milton S. Hershey Medical
Center and Highmark.

We would like to thank our 10th Anniversary
Sponsors, whose generosity made this
once-in-a-lifetime event possible.

Gold Sponsors
Frank Carter and Toquaiah Jackson Carter
Hershey Trust Company
Higashi Pearls and Fine Jewelry 

Silver Sponsors
B.R.P. Entertainment
Capitol Copy Services
Country Meadows Retirement Communities
Eckert Seamans Cherin & Mellott, LLC
Event Works
GIANT® Food Stores
Harristown Development Corporation
Jim and Jean Grandon, Grandon Real Estate

LOOKING FOR SOMETHING TO DO
WITH THE KIDS THIS WINTER?

A Whitaker Center membership can pay for itself in practically one visit,
and the savings continues throughout the year!

Contact us today at 717/724-3867 or email
join@whitakercenter.org for details and to become

a Whitaker Center member.
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Thanks Mid-Atlantic
Arts Foundation
Whitaker Center is one of 19
organizations from throughout
the Mid-Atlantic region to
receive a grant through the
Emergency Salary Program
for Presenting Organizations
(ESPPO). Grants were
underwritten with economic stimulus funds
received from the National Endowment for
the Arts (NEA) through the American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act of 2009. ESPPO was
designed to preserve positions crucial to the
artistic mission of presenting organizations
and will help to ensure the vitality of the arts
landscape through this difficult economic period.
The grant will be used to support existing staff
in Sunoco Performance Theater.

Funding to Whitaker Center for Science and the Arts is
provided by Mid Atlantic Arts Foundation in partnership
with the National Endowment for the Arts through the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.

Thanks to Field Trip
Sponsors
By special arrangement, we thank the following
corporate sponsors who made it possible for
students from York County to experience the
exhibit, How People Make Things. Main
exhibition sponsors were Bayer Healthcare and
Phoenix Contact. 
• Littlestown Foundry - Rolling Acres

Elementary
• HACC, York Campus - Rolling Acres

Elementary
• Pennsylvania School Boards Association,

Insurance Services - Paxtang Elementary
• Manufacturers’ Association of South

Central Pennsylvania - Hannah Penn and
Edgar Faus Smith Schools

Exciting Volunteer
Opportunities
Whitaker Center is honored to have 165
dedicated volunteers who contribute their time
and talent to a myriad of purposes, from
greeting guests to working with children —
volunteering is a great way to learn, teach,
meet new people, and get to know more
about the local arts scene. The following
are some shared experiences from our own
priceless volunteers.

“I think it’s a great joy to watch the light bulb
go on when a child finally grasps a science
concept! It’s even better when I know the
child from previous visits and can share in his
or her a-ha moment.”

“I made new friends with incredibly talented
and interesting people who share my passion
for the arts.”
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The Science Center
is currently looking for volunteers
to assist visitors/school children.
Volunteers aid in explaining science
concepts through informal and formal
presentations. This is the perfect
volunteer position for those who enjoy
working with children. No science
experience needed; training is provided.

Do you have a knack for answering
phones and helping in an office setting?
We are currently seeking volunteers for
the Reception Desk. We offer great
incentives, including free membership.
This is the perfect spot for someone who
prefers to volunteer during the workday.

If you are interested in becoming a
Whitaker Center volunteer, please contact
the Volunteer and Intern Coordinator at
717/724-3857 or mhornberger@whitaker-
center.org. For more information please
visit, whitakercenter.org/volunteers.



Thanks Neiman Group
For the last few months, Harrisburg’s Neiman Group has been conducting extensive market
research and developing recommendations to strengthen the Whitaker Center brand. On behalf of
the Board of Directors and staff, we thank them for donating a portion of the project cost and
for far exceeding our expectations by providing an information-rich report that will help guide our
planning for many years to come. 

Fun Facts
• Whitaker Center has very strong name recognition throughout Central Pennsylvania.
• Families and schools give the Science Center high marks for its hands-on learning experiences

and traveling exhibits.
• People who had not visited the Center because of anticipated problems with parking indicated

that parking was “very convenient” in post-visit surveys.
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Board of Directors

Jack M. Stover, Esq.
Board Chair

Steven S. Etter
Vice Chair

Michael S. Murchie
Vice Chair

W. Thomas Kirchhoff, Jr.
Treasurer

Anita M. Smith
Secretary

Miles J. Gibbons, Jr.
At-Large

Kristen Olewine Milke
Immediate Past Board
Chair & At-Large

Michael L. Hanes, Ph.D.
President and CEO

John W. Altmeyer
Sandi Loy Bell
Adam Burick, M.D.
David Desfor
Sheila Dow-Ford
Michael A. Finio, Esq.
Nicholas Hughes
Bradley R. Jones
David Lavery
David C. Leader
Terry Lehman, CPA
H. Glenn Manning

Steven H. Neiman
David M. O’Brien
John M. Ortenzio
David Overstreet, Esq.
Craig Roda
Richard Rosen
Anthony B. Seitz
Kathleen A. Smarilli
John K. Stark
Matthew D. Twomey

Emeritus
Marion C. Alexander
Dennis P. Brenckle
Mark Caldwell
Russell C. Ford
Bradley T. Forman
James E. Grandon, Jr.
Lois Lehrman Grass
Derek C. Hathaway
Clifford L. Jones (deceased)
Paul A. Kunkel, M.D.
William Lehr, Jr.
Harold A. McInnes
Anthony A. Pascotti
Jeffrey R. Peters
Thomas E. Philips
Patricia J. Smith, CPA
Marian M. Warden
William W. Warren, Jr.
Mary Webber Weston
Richard E. Willey

LeRoy S. Zimmerman, Esq.
Thomas R. Stone, Ph.D.,
CFRE, President Emeritus

Executive Staff

Michael L. Hanes, Ph.D.
President and CEO

Penny M. Brady
Vice President, Sales

Steve Bishop
Vice President, 
Harsco Science Center

Kathleen Keller
Vice President, Marketing

Lisa A. Kreider
Vice President, Operations

Stephen F. Krempasky
Vice President,
Theater Operations

Natalie Sandel, CFO

Whitaker Center for
Science and the Arts
222 Market Street
Harrisburg, PA 17101
THE BOX 717/214-ARTS
Fax 717/214-3972
IMAX® Theater 717/214-
IMAX whitakercenter.org
Whitaker Center PASSPORT

is published periodically
for members, donors,
friends and guests. The
contents of this newsletter
are the property of
Whitaker Center for
Science and the Arts and
may not be reproduced
without the express
written permission of the
editorial staff.

IMAX® is a registered trade-
mark of Imax Corporation.

The official registration
and financial information
of Whitaker Center for
Science and the Arts may
be obtained from the
Pennsylvania Department
of State by calling toll
free, within Pennsylvania,
1-800-732-0999.
Registration does not
imply endorsement.

Whitaker Center for Science
and the Arts is a 501(c)(3)
organization. Your gift is
tax deductible to the extent
allowed under the law.

Thanks PCA!
Whitaker Center receives state arts funding support
through a grant from the Pennsylvania Council on the Arts,
a state agency funded by the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania and the National Endowment for the Arts,
a federal agency. 

HOLIDAY HOURS OF OPERATION
Thanksgiving Day (Nov. 26) – IMAX Theater only
opens at 2pm.

Christmas Eve (Dec. 24) – Center closes at 5pm.

Christmas Day (Dec. 25) – Center closed.

REGULAR HOURS OF OPERATION
Tuesday – Saturday 9:30am-5pm

Sunday 11:30am-5pm

Monday (Dec. 28) – Center open, including
Science Center and IMAX® Theater.

IMAX® films and live theater performances will be
held on Mondays as scheduled.

Tickets for Monday IMAX films may be purchased
at the Concession Stand.

The Box Office opens 1 hour prior to live theater
performances. 

For up to date showtimes and events, call
717/214-ARTS or visit whitakercenter.org
Hours, films, performances, Science Center programs
and showtimes are subject to change without notice.
Check whitakercenter.org for updates.
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Thank You!
We gratefully acknowledge our Sponsors, Donors, Underwriters
and Gems Members whose generosity make Whitaker Center programs
affordable for the entire regional community.

EITC – Education Programming Funders
Generous corporations giving through the
Educational Improvement Tax Credit (EITC)
Initiative of the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania.

Capital BlueCross

Carlisle Carrier Group

Carlisle SynTec Incorporated

Cleveland Brothers Equipment Co., Inc.

Fulton Bank

Graystone Bank

Keystone Health Plan Central
Subsidiary of Capital BlueCross

Mobile-Rec, Inc.

M&T Bank

Morefield Communications

MRI Enterprises

Neiman Group

The Phillips Group

PPL Corporation

Select Medical Corporation

Select Medical – RehabClinics, Inc.

Susquehanna Bank

UGI

W&L Sales, A Symons Family Business

Warden Asphalt Company

The Warrell Corporation

Waste Management of Central Pennsylvania

Wilsbach Distributors, Inc.

Sponsors, Underwriters & Corporate Donors

Bayer HealthCare, Myerstown, PA 
Brenner Family of Dealerships 
The Brody Science Fund 
Cantone’s Restaurant 
Central Penn Business Journal 
Clear Channel Radio
Country Meadows Retirement Communities 
Cultural Enrichment Fund 
Cumulus Media 

Dauphin County Commissioners and Dauphin
County Industrial Development Authority 

Dewey & LeBoeuf, LLP
Eckert Seamans Cherin & Mellott, LLP
ELO Touch Screens, A Division of Tyco Electronics
El Sol Restaurant
The Foundation for Enhancing Communities
Fry Communications, Inc.
Garden Path
Gift of Life Organ Donor Program
Greenlee Partners, LLC
Alex Grass 
Harrisburg Realty Improvements Corporation 
Harristown Development Corporation 
Harsco Corporation 
The Helen F. Whitaker Fund 
Hershey Trust Company
Higashi Pearls & Fine Jewelry 
High Industries, Inc. 
Highmark Blue Shield 
Hilton Harrisburg 
Jim and Jean Grandon, Grandon Real Estate
The John Crain Kunkel Foundation, Inc. 
Journal Publications, Inc. 
J P Lilley, Inc. 
Josiah W. & Bessie H. Kline Foundation, Inc. 
Lamar Advertising 
The Bill & Beverlee Lehr Fund at TFEC 
M&T Bank 
McCormick Family Foundation 
Mid Atlantic Arts Foundation
The Carol L. Mickelsen Fund at TFEC
Benjamin Olewine III Family
The Ortenzio Family Foundation 
The Patriot-News 
The PNC Financial Services Group

and The PNC Foundation 
Penn National Gaming Foundation 
Pennsylvania Council on the Arts 
Pennsylvania Department of Community

& Economic Development 
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission 
Pennsylvania Partnership for Culture,

Health and Education, Inc. 
Pepsi Bottling Group 
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Phoenix Contact 
Rhoads & Sinon LLP 
Saturn Dealerships of Central PA 
Saul Ewing LLP 
Select Medical Corporation 
Sunoco, Inc. 
The Thomas R. Stone Fund at TFEC 
Tyco Electronics Corporation 
The Whitaker Foundation 
The Wachovia Foundation 
Traffic Planning & Design, Don Jacobs
Warden Asphalt Company 
Weis Markets, Inc. 
WGAL TV8 
WHTM abc 27 
WITF, Inc.

Gemstones

Richard & Marilynn Abrams
Marion C. & William H. Alexander 
John W. & Dawn Altmeyer 
Sandi Loy Bell & Dennis Bell 
Dennis P. & Patricia K. Brenckle 
Dr. & Mrs. Adam Burick
Mark G. & Ellen O. Caldwell 
David & Donna Desfor
Mr. & Mrs. Steven S. Etter 
Michael A. Finio & Sandra S. McLean 
Leslie & Sheila Dow Ford 
Russell C. & Barbara Ford 
Bradley T. Forman 
Miles J. & Carole F. Gibbons 
James E. & Jean Grandon 
Lois Lehrman Grass 
The Hall Foundation
Drs. Michael L. & Madlyn L. Hanes 
Derek C. & Margaret I. Hathaway 
Mr. & Mrs. S. Dale High 
Nicholas & Ellen Hughes 
Martin F. & Marianne Jackson 
Bradley & Robin Jones 
Mrs. Clifford L. Jones 
Tom & Staci Kirchhoff 
Dr. & Mrs. Paul Kunkel 
David P. & Marybeth Lavery 
David & Leisa Leader
Kenneth & Karen Lehman 
Mr. & Mrs. Terry L. Lehman 
William & Beverlee Lehr 
Harold A. McInnes 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Glenn Manning 
Denis J. & Kristen Olewine Milke 

Catherine & John Morefield 
Michael S. Murchie & Alison Browdie 
Doug & Nadine Neidich 
Steven Neiman 
James Novinger 
David & Colleen O’Brien 
Benjamin Olewine III 
Mr. & Mrs. John M. Ortenzio 
Robert & Angela Ortenzio 
Rocco & Nancy Ortenzio 
David R. & Kelly Overstreet 
Anthony A. & Brenda Pascotti 
Jeffrey R. & Dorothy Peters 
Thomas E. & Marcia W. Philips
The Honorable Stephen R. Reed 
The Honorable Edward G. & Marjorie O. Rendell
Patricia A. & Jess Rice 
Mr. & Mrs. Craig A. Roda 
Richard Rosen 
David A. & Donna Schankweiler 
Anthony & Susan Seitz 
Kathleen A. & James Smarilli 
Anita M. & David Smith 
Patricia J. & Gary Smith 
William & Phyllis Spotts 
Mr. & Mrs. John Stark 
Jack M. Stover & Marsha Everton 
Matthew & Mary Twomey 
Maral K. Vartan & Hovig Ralph Vartan 
Marian M. Warden 
Ellen M. & William W. Warren, Jr. 
Bob & Sue Watchorn 
R. Timothy & Mary Webber Weston 
Dick Willey & Roz Weiss
Drs. G. Burtt & Ruth Whitaker Holmes 
The Zigmund Company, Ltd.

Corporate Members

Chairman’s Circle 
Highmark Blue Shield
Neiman Group 

$5,000 – President’s Roundtable
Airgas, Inc. 
Delta Development Group, Inc.
The Quandel Group, Inc. 
The Vartan Group 

$2,500 - Community Investor 
Cleanteam Building Services Company 
G.M. Leader Family Corp. (Country Meadows)
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Gems Members

Ruby 
Dr. David Underwood 

Sapphire
Anonymous 
Steve & Judy Bishop 
Deanne & Ernest S. Burch, Jr. 
William W. & Janet Caldwell 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Peter Carlucci 
Jay & Carol Carr 
Frank & Toquaiah Carter
Peter & Carole DeSoto 
Joy & Jill Dougherty
Ravi & Madhavi Dukkipati 
Donald & Patti Forker 
Dr. Margarita & John Gareis 
Joseph K. Goldsmith & Doris Herre 
Peggy A. Grove 
Gerald & Michelle Hall 
Mrs. Gerald N. Hall, Sr. 
Robert E. Hall 
Glenn & Andrea Livelsberger 
Mazzitti & Sullivan 
Tracy Myer 
Helen & Spencer Nauman 
Sondra S. Osler 
Jessie L. Smith & D. George Parr 
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Sullivan 
Barry Schoch & Karyn Vandervoort 
Lincoln & Marilyn Warrell 
Wicker East 
The Honorable & Mrs. LeRoy S. Zimmerman

Topaz
Daniel & Michele Alderman 
David & Sharon Amato 
John M. & Kara Hanlon Arnold 
Jill Aversa & Chris Thropp 
Kevin R. & Tonia Baum 
Penny M. & Tim Brady 
Janet & Melvin Brownold 
Keith & Linda Clark 
D. Bruce & Beverly Fowler Conner 
Susan & Carl Croushore 
Robert & Elizabeth DeSousa 
Susan & John Easton 
John H. Enos & Angela Horchler 

S. Walter & Patricia G. Foulkrod 
Mark B. & Susan M. Glessner 
Richard & Beatrice Goldsmith 
Raymond & Freda Gover
Rich & Deb Harper 
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Hoffman 
Kathleen Keller 
Lisa Kreider 
Stephen & Mary Krempasky 
Mrs. Carolyn Kunkel
Mrs. W. Minister Kunkel
Lori & Dane Lauver 
John Krill & Hannah Leavitt 
Marc & Joy Lederman 
Ronald & Barbara Leitzel 
May Y. Lipsitt 
Craig & Cari Longyear 
James & Victoria Love 
Margaret B. Masters 
Karen & John McLaughlin 
Charles & Suzanne Merrill 
Gerald & Marti Morrison 
Susan & Joseph Neville 
Robert & Susan Newell 
William J. & Sandra A. Nork
Nathan & Katherine Patterson
William & Peggy Jayne Pierce 
Richard & Juanita Raudabaugh 
David & Melissa Rohland 
William F. & Susannah M. Rothman 
Marsha Sajer & Geoffrey Clymer 
Natalie Sandel 
Jim Scheiner & Kristin Scofield 
Thomas B. Schmidt III & Donna L. Fisher 
Morton & Alyce Spector 
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas R. Stone 
Timothy & Laurie Strohl 
Susan L. Stuart, CFRE 
Elsie W. Swenson & Richard D. Rife 
Eric & Sue Unger 
Clark Venable & Mary Roman 
Jonathan Vipond, III, Esq. & Tim Bunner 
Brian & Karen Walsh 
Nathan and Betty Waters 
Anne J. Yellott 
Suzanne Yenchko 
Richard and Stephanie Ziegler

Whitaker Center gratefully acknowledges annual support from the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, which helps
to keep admission prices affordable for all Pennsylvanians.
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