Ted Black
PRESIDENT & CEO | WHITAKER CENTER FOR SCIENCE AND THE ARTS

As president and CEO of Whitaker Center for Science and the Arts, Ted
Black is responsible for overseeing all aspects of a 140,000 SF cultural arts
and science center located in Pennsylvania’s capital city. During his tenure,
he has directed several of the most significant transformative projects
since Whitaker Center opened its doors in 1999. Those projects include
helping to establish the first collegiate esports varsity program in
Pennsylvania, assisting in the launch of the PA Interscholastic Esports
Association and creating a first-of-its kind learning center that uses video
games to teach kids about science, technology, engineering, arts and
mathematics.
Prior to joining the Whitaker team in 2017, Ted was the club president for
both the NHL Buffalo Sabres and the AHL Rochester Americans. Ted’s
team achieved consecutive years of record season ticket sales and lured
several high-profile international events to Western New York including
the NHL Combine, the NHL Draft, the Frozen Frontier outdoor game and
the winning bid to host the World Junior Championships.
Ted’s experience also includes running a highly successful regional sports
network. As VP and General Manager of FSN Pittsburgh, Ted oversaw a
staff of 45 and was responsible for all aspects of this station that held the
telecast rights for the Pittsburgh Pirates and the Pittsburgh Penguins.
Before becoming a television executive, Ted was the Vice President of
Business and Legal Affairs for the NHL Pittsburgh Penguins. As a member
of the core management team hired by Mario Lemieux in 1999, Ted
helped to transform the formerly bankrupt club into one of the most
successful in pro sports.

Jim Hoehn, CFA
REGIONAL PRESIDENT | PNC BANK, CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA

James R. Hoehn is regional president of the Central Pennsylvania region
for PNC Bank. He is responsible for overseeing all business and
management with an emphasis on the asset management and corporate
banking businesses.
Hoehn joined PNC through its acquisition of National City Corporation in
October 2008. Before assuming his current role in 2011, he served eight
years as regional president of the Dayton, Ohio region. During his 12 years
at National City, Hoehn served as senior vice president and strategic
planning manager, as well as chief financial officer of Corporate Banking.
Prior to joining PNC, Hoehn was a commissioned Federal Reserve
examiner focused on bank safety and soundness and risk management
policy.
Active in the community, Hoehn is a member of the board of directors
for the PA Chamber of Business and Industry, Better York, Economic
Development Corporation of Lancaster County, WITF (a local PBS
affiliate) and Whitaker Center for Science and the Arts. He also serves
on the Pennsylvania Early Learning Investment Commission.
Hoehn received his undergraduate degree in business and economics
from Cleveland State University and his MBA from Case Western
Reserve University. He also achieved the designation of Chartered
Financial Analyst.

Shaun Clair
VICE PRESIDENT OF SALES | CLAIR GLOBAL

Shaun started with the company on a full-time basis in January of 2007
after graduating from Penn State University in 2006. He settled in as the
Engineering Coordinator in 2009 after spending two years on tour with
The Police. Shaun’s focus has been on growth, and in 2010, he took on the
role of Business Development for Clair Global. With a clear vision to merge
the creative and technology worlds, Shaun assisted leadership as Clair
Global diversified both in market and in product offerings adding backline,
IT systems and communications across the Corporate, Festival, and
Broadcast markets. He now holds the position of VP of Sales.

Alka Patel
VICE PRESIDENT OF GOVERNMENT AND EXTERNAL AFFAIRS | COMCAST

Alka Patel, JD, MBA, currently serves as Vice President of Government and
External Affairs for Comcast in the Keystone Region of Pennsylvania and
surrounds, having accrued over 20 years of experience working at the
intersection of technology, business, and law, across private, academic,
and government sectors. Prior to Comcast, Patel was employed as the
inaugural Chief of Responsible AI for the U.S. Department of Defense
(DoD) Joint Artificial Intelligence Center (JAIC) where she led strategic
development and implementation of the enterprise-wide Responsible AI
program, providing key leadership and support to drive AI innovation, and
advance policy for Responsible AI in defense nationally as well as
internationally. Previously, Patel was engaged as the inaugural Executive
Director of the Digital Transformation and Innovation Center at Carnegie
Mellon University, sponsored by multinational professional services
provider, PricewaterhouseCoopers. Patel was directly responsible for the
operational start-up of this exciting industry-meets-academia initiative, as
well as managing research projects in the field of artificial intelligence,
data analytics, and cybersecurity/privacy. In addition to her current role at
Comcast, Patel’s previous private sector roles include Managing Director
and Senior Counsel for The Bank of New York Mellon as well as Senior
Counsel while in private practice. Patel has also been applauded for her
social conscience, serving on numerous non-profit boards advocating for
gender and racial diversity.
Patel holds a Juris Doctorate and Masters in Business Administration from
Duquesne University, and a Bachelor of Science in Materials Science and
Engineering from the University of Pittsburgh.

Mike Pries
CHAIRMAN | DAUPHIN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

Mike Pries is Chairman of the Dauphin County Board of Commissioners.
Born and raised in Dauphin County, Mike has deep roots in the
community
and two decades of experience as a county and local government leader.
As County Commissioner, he has passed balanced budgets with no tax
increase for an unprecedented 17 consecutive years, prioritized public
safety, expanded outreach programs for veterans, and promoted job and
economic growth.
In 2010, he was appointed as County Commissioner by the Dauphin
County Court of Common Pleas, then was elected to four-year terms in
2011, 2015 and 2019.
Prior to becoming commissioner, as Chairman of Derry Township’s Board
of Supervisors, Mike held the line on taxes, led the charge to bring the
GIANT Center to his hometown of Hershey and founded the annual New
Year’s celebration.
Mike is a lifelong Hershey resident and proud Penn State graduate. He is a
devoted father of two boys, husband, Little League baseball coach, and
active member of the St. Joan of Arc Catholic Church in Hershey.

George Hartwick III
COMMISSIONER | DAUPHIN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

Now serving his fifth term on the Dauphin County Board of
Commissioners, Commissioner Hartwick has primary oversight of the
county's Human Services Department, Human Resources, Children and
Youth, Juvenile Probation, Area Agency on Aging and other initiatives.
Recognized for the success and innovation in his leadership,
Commissioner Hartwick was selected to serve as the Chairman of the
County Commissioners Association of PA’s (CCAP) Human Services
Committee.
He also was re-elected as Pennsylvania’s representative to the National
Association of Counties’ (NACo) County Leadership Institute as well as to
serve on NACo’s executive board, representing Pennsylvania.
Commissioner Hartwick has a heart and passion for diversity and that is
shown in every practice that he promotes.

John DiSanto
Pennsylvania State Senator

Senator John DiSanto is a second-generation family business owner with
broad experience in construction and real estate development. He is a
managing trustee of the Terra Trust, a real estate development and
investment trust that owns and operates a multi-state portfolio of
properties as well as construction and property management service
providers.
In 2016, John was elected to the Senate representing the 15th Senatorial
District, which covers most of Dauphin County and all of Perry County. His
agenda includes reforming government, cutting wasteful spending,
eliminating property taxes and removing bureaucratic barriers to job
creation.
John has been instrumental in many large-scale philanthropic initiatives,
including construction of the new Bishop McDevitt High School and both
building and rehabilitating homes for Habitat for Humanity. He has
actively supported educational programs, youth athletics and many other
charitable causes that strengthen our communities.
Born and raised in the Harrisburg area, John graduated from Central
Dauphin High School and earned a Bachelor’s Degree in Business
Administration with a focus on Urban Planning from American University.
He and his wife, Maria, have two grown children.

