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With three floors of imaginative, engaging exhibits, the Science Center offers students an
irresistible invitation to explore the sciences, perform experiments, and discover more
about the world around them. From KidsPlace — a kid-sized cityscape for children ages
5 and under — to Forces of Nature — a mind-blowing examination of how weather,
earthquakes, and erosion affect planet earth — there is something for curious minds of
all ages. Live science theater performances, programs and fascinating exhibits about
physical, biological and life sciences all combine to make a visit to the Science Center
an extraordinary educational experience cleverly disguised as a whole lot of fun.

Whitaker Center programs are aligned with the Pennsylvania Academic Standards and
program descriptions include recommended grade levels where appropriate.

Pre- and post-visit materials and Exhibit Explorer questions can be obtained by
contacting the School Reservations Office at school_services@whitakercenter.org or
717/724-3862 or clicking here.

Click here to download Exhibit Explorer questions.

Enter the world of science and the arts. The
gateway of the Science Center is filled with
moving sculptures, such as Dancing Trees and
Margot’s Cat, that illustrate scientific principles
through the arts.

Carnival of Health
Carnival of Health is a 2,200 square-foot
circus-themed gallery, in which guests learn
how to make healthy lifestyle choices. Students
use a basketball midway game to see how
quickly they can feed “Gorgo” his daily
balanced diet, select a food item to “eat,” then
race to see who can burn off the calories from
their food selection first, experience a lateral
climbing wall that features four individuals who
conquered the Seven Summits of the world,
and much more! Step right up! Be amazed by
the wonders of the human body in this fun-
filled, hands-on, minds-on, bodies-on exhibit
gallery! Carnival of Health is underwritten by
Capital BlueCross.

Forces of Nature
Forces of Nature is both an exciting new
thematic exhibit area and a relevant science
topic that affects students’ daily lives. The
dramatic exhibition features physical
“phenomenon-based” exhibits, including a
giant tornado, earthquake table and Science
On a Sphere®, which encourage visitors to
discover (and rediscover) broadly-applicable
scientific ideas. 

KidsPlace
This learning area is designed for the youngest
explorers and their favorite grown-ups. A

cityscape theme offers an extraordinary
collection of friendly exhibits and fun activities
for young children ages 5 and under and their
caregivers.

This is not the usual math quiz… it’s an array
of brain-expanding challenges. Try taming the
bouncing ball of chaos, building a globe of
hexagons and splitting your face into symmetri-
cal parts. Immerse yourself in a gallery that
examines the mathematics that underlies the
structure of the visible world. Exhibits such as
Math in Nature allow students to discover
the symmetry and patterns found in starfish
and snowflakes, and learn how ratios and
mathematical sequences describe the structure
of sunflowers and classical Greek temples.

Study the world of fantastic forces in this gallery
that covers human movement, mechanical
energy, levers and hand-cranked machines,
through exhibits such as Backstage Science,
Simple Machines, Bodies in Motion and Bicycle
Wheel Gyroscope.

Light up your world in our gallery about the
nature and uses of light. From color blending
and X-rays to microwaves and lasers, hands-on
exhibits offer a greater understanding of waves,
particles, and their effect on the human eye.

Explore the art and science of sound, the basic
principles of sound and acoustics, and the
many applications of sound in science and
industry. Exhibits include Make a Sound Wave,
Polarized Light Table and Colors Computer.

http://www.whitakercenter.org/School-Year.html#Curriculum_Guides


FFeeaattuurreedd  EExxhhiibbiittss

IInnvveennttiioonn  aatt  PPllaayy
Through November 8, 2009
Discover, explore, invent and much more!
Direct from the Smithsonian Institution, Invention
at Play is a fun, exciting and hands-on exhibit
that celebrates the imagination and creativity of
children.

TTrraaiinnss,, TTrreeeess  &&  TTrraaddiittiioonnss
November 21, 2009 – January 3, 2010
Presented by Strasburg Rail Road, this
perennial favorite features beautifully decorated
trees, themed toy train sets, and hands-on
activities sure to delight children of all ages.

TTeecchh  CCiittyy
January 16 – March 7, 2010
Civil engineering is a part of our daily lives,
from buildings to bridges and from highway
traffic to internet traffic. In Tech City, students
will learn about the engineering process of
designing, building, testing, and modifying.

TTiittaanniicc:: TThhee  AArrttiiffaacctt  EExxhhiibbiittiioonn
March 27 – September 5, 2010
Travel back to 1912 to experience the legendary
story of RMS Titanic through photographs,
sound, and over 200 genuine artifacts. Explore
first-class and third-class accommodations and
see personal items recovered after 80 years on
the ocean floor.

Don’t miss this opportunity to allow your
students to participate in an in-depth,
hands-on workshop. Our inquiry-based
labs extend the experience, focus on a
wide range of age-appropriate topics and
support Pennsylvania Academic
Standards.

Choose from the following topics according
to your students’ grade level:

Grade Level: Pre-K–Grade 2
Capacity: 24 students per session
Length: 30–45 minutes

PPrree--KK  aanndd  KKiinnddeerrggaarrtteenn
FFllooaatteerrss  aanndd  SSiinnkkeerrss
Using science and literature, students predict
results, test ideas and observe outcomes as
they explore concepts of buoyancy. (PA
Academic Standards: 1.6.3B; 1.6.3D; 2.1.3G;
3.2.4B; 3.2.4C; 3.4.4C)

TThhee  SSoouunndd  ooff  SScciieennccee
Where does sound come from and why can we
hear it? Explore the science behind sound as
we investigate the characteristics of sound,
experiment with musical instruments from around
the world and identify sound patterns. Students
will be amazed by the variety of instruments to
explore, and will invent their own sound patterns
and movements. (PA Academic Standards:
1.6.3A; 1.6.3B; 1.6.3D; 3.2.4B; 3.4.4C)

GGrraaddeess  11  aanndd  22
AAiirr  aanndd  WWaatteerr
Everyone knows we need air and water to
survive, but what else do you know about these
two life-sustaining substances? Students do
hands-on activities to learn more about the
water we drink and the air we breathe. (PA
Academic Standards: 1.6.3D; 2.7.3A; 3.2.4C;
3.4.4A; 3.5.4D; 4.2.4A; 4.3.4A)

BBuugg  BByytteess:: AAnn  IInnttrroodduuccttiioonn  ttoo  IInntteeggrraatteedd
PPeesstt  MMaannaaggeemmeenntt
Swarm into the intriguing world of insects and

discover what makes one bug a friend and
another a pest. Experiment with a variety of
Integrated Pest Management techniques to take
care of irritating intruders! Students discover
the pros and cons of each “eradication” method
and find the best solution for the situation at
hand. (PA Standards: 1.6.3B; 3.2.4C; 4.5.4A;
4.5.4B; 4.5.4C; 4.6.7A)

DDiinnoossaauurr  DDiissccoovveerriieess
Explore the world of dinosaurs through their
ancient bones. Can you put the pieces together
to solve the mystery of the dinosaurs? (PA
Academic Standards: 3.5.4A., 4.7.4C, 3.2.4C,
3.3.4B)

FFrroomm  tthhee  GGrroouunndd  UUpp
Get down and dirty as we scratch the surface
of geology. Separate soil samples to get an
up-close look, and discover what soil is and
where it comes from. Examine many unique
rock specimens and identify your favorite. (PA
Academic Standards: 1.6.3B; 3.1.4E; 3.2.4B;
3.4.4A; 3.5.4A; 3.5.4B; 4.2.4C; 4.6.4A)

SSeeeeddss  aanndd  SSuucchh  Revised
Investigate the science of seeds and leaves.
Learn how seeds and fruits are linked in plant
cycles, and use natural plant and fruit dyes to
create your own Whitaker Center keepsake.
(PA Academic Standards: 3.1.4C; 3.2.4B; 3.3.4B;
4.4.4C).

SSwwiinnggss,, SSlliiddeess  aanndd  SSeeee--ssaawwss:: PPllaayyggrroouunndd
PPhhyyssiiccss  NEW for 2009
Join us on a journey through the forces of
motion as we uncover why playground
equipment is so fun to use! Explore how matter
moves and observe physical forces of gravity,
momentum and friction in this exciting
investigation. (PA Academic Standards:
1.6.3DA; 3.1.4B; 3.2.4C; 3.4.4C)

WWiinnddoowwss  oonn  WWeeaatthheerr
Uncover the mysteries behind weather
phenomena, including wind, cloud formation
and thunderstorms. (PA Academic Standards:
3.2.4A; 3.2.4B; 3.5.4C; 3.7.4A; 3.7.4B)

DDiissccoovveerryy  LLaabbss



Grades 3 – 5
Capacity: 36 students per session
Length: 45 minutes
All Systems Go Revised
Discover the amazing abilities of the body on
a fast-paced trip through the immune, digestive,
respiratory and circulatory systems. (PA
Academic Standards: 1.1.5E; 1.6.5A; 1.6.5C;
1.6.5D; 1.6.5E; 3.1.4A; 3.1.7A; 3.2.4C; 3.3.4A;
3.3.7A; 3.3.7B)

Bridging the Gaps
Explore the wonders of engineering! What makes
some shapes stronger than others? Using
K’NEX®, build a bridge and test it. Can your
bridge carry the load? (PA Academic Standards:
3.1.4B, 3.1.7C, 3.4.7C, 3.6.7C, 2.8.3A, 2.9.3D)

Chemistry Concoctions
Investigate ways to connect the wonderful worlds
of chemistry and art while exploring basic
chemistry concepts, such as the properties of
acids and bases. (PA Academic Standards:
3.1.4E; 3.2.4A; 3.2.4C; 3.2.7C; 3.4.4A)

Circuit Circus
Turn your students on to electricity in this
charged-up, battery-operated festival of circuit
building. Students will explore open and closed
circuits, insulators and conductors. (PA
Academic Standards: 1.6.5D; 2.6.3A; 3.2.4A;
3.2.4B; 3.4.4B; 3.4.7B)

Pollution Solutions NEW for 2009
What happens when pollutants enter an
environment—especially a wetland? Students
will work in teams to solve a “marsh mystery,”
while discovering what happens when a
member of the marsh food chain absorbs a
toxin. Discover the impact that waste, runoff
and disease have on the environment and the
life within. (PA Academic Standards: 3.3.7A;
4.1.7C; 4.1.7D; 4.1.7E; 4.1.8C)

Tantalizing Tessellations
Do you tessellate? You will if you join us for this
Discovery Lab where math meets art. Create
beautiful tessellation patterns in a variety of
hands-on activities. (PA Academic Standards:
2.9.3G; 2.9.5G; 2.9.5J; 2.9.5K; 2.9.8J; 2.9.8K;
3.2.4C; 3.2.7C)

Grades 6 – 8
Operation Outbreak
A contagious disease outbreak has just

occurred and only you can stop it. Unravel the
mystery and stop the disease before an
epidemic gets out of control. Can you uncover
the path of transmission and break the chain
before time runs out? (PA Academic Standards:
3.2.10A; 3.2.10B; 3.2.10C; 3.6.10C; 3.8.10A;
3.8.12C; 10.2.12E)

Racer Energy
Science, math and technology come together
for a fun-filled experience as students assemble
and test K’NEX® vehicles, collect data and
graph their results. (PA Academic Standards:
1.6.8D; 2.5.8B; 2.6.5A; 2.6.8C; 2.8.5H; 3.1.4A;
3.1.7E; 3.2.7B; 3.2.7C; 3.4.4B, 3.6.7C)

Refraction Action NEW for 2009
Did you know that you can control the fastest
moving thing in the universe and bend it to your
will? In this “illuminating” lab, explore properties
of light (diffraction, reflection and refraction)
using mirrors, lenses, fiber optics and lasers.
(PA Academic Standards: 3.2.7B; 3.2.7C;
3.4.7B; 3.4.7C; 3.7.7A)

Science Detective
Use forensic science techniques to examine
evidence and solve a crime – a real Whodunit! 
(PA Academic Standards: 1.6.8D; 3.2.7A;
3.2.7B; 3.2.10C; 3.4.10A; 3.7.10A; 3.7.10B)

Shake, Rattle and Roll: Earthquake
Investigations (new title and description)
Go beyond the basics of plate tectonics in this
in-depth examination of earthquake properties
and the wake of their destruction. Assess a
variety of earthquake-resistant engineering
design techniques and uncover the common
attributes of the more resilient structures. (PA
Academic Standards: 3.1.7B; 3.1.10B; 3.2.7C;
3.2.7D; 3.5.7A; 3.5.10A; 3.6.7C; 3.7.7B)

Grades 8 – 10
Amusement Park Physics
Engineering, physics and math collide in this
colossal exploration of the science of amuse-
ment park rides. Using K’NEX®, explore how
energy, forces, speed and sturdy construction
help build thrill and excitement! (PA Academic
Standards: 3.1.12A; 3.1.12B; 3.1.10C; 3.1.10E;
3.2.10B; 3.2.10C; 3.7.10A)

The Discovery Lab Program is supported in part by
funding provided by corporations that donate through
the Educational Improvement Tax Credit Program of
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

Surgery Live! stimulates high school and middle school students’ interest in health careers
by allowing them to enter the operating rooms of Penn State Milton S. Hershey Medical
Center through interactive high definition video conferencing technology. 

Student groups at Whitaker Center see and hear the surgical team in real-time and can ask
questions of team members at appropriate points during each surgical procedure. For more
details on this innovative program, visit our online educator section at whitakercenter.org.
Support provided by Highmark Blue Shield.

http://www.whitakercenter.org/School-Year.html#SurgeryLive


Big Science Theatre
Whitaker Center’s in-house troupe of
professional actors employ innovative,
interpretive teaching techniques to educate
students about science, technology, and
health. Big Science Theatre’s high energy
programs exemplify the intersection of
science and the arts and allow students
to actively learn through entertaining,
educational presentations by professional
performers. Programs average 15 to 20
minutes in length and are free with paid
admission, but seating is limited. Ask
about these programs when you book your
school visit.

September – December 2009
You Can’t Be Cirrus— A Temperate Comedy
(weather permitting)
Big Science Theatre clashes with the classics
when classically-trained Shakespearean actor
John Stormgood graces the stage with his
one-man performance of The Tempest. The
whirlwind on stage is nothing that Shakespeare
could have imagined in his wildest dreams.
Stormgood, aided by his faithful and shy Stage
Manager, will take the audience through five
acts of memorable cloud-making, storm-break-
ing, ground-shaking fun, while illustrating
different types of clouds, storm formations and
the water cycle. (PA Academic Standards:
3.5.4C; 3.5.4D; 3.5.7C; 3.5.7D)

Recipe for a Storm
Science On a Sphere® is the stage for our
resident culinary artiste, Chef Cass, to create a
fantastic storm. With only air, water and energy
as the ingredients, Chef Cass demonstrates
that, with a little work, storms both large and
small can be available on the Earth’s daily menu.
Try your hand at predicting where the next
storm may begin using the technology of
Pennsylvania’s only Science On a Sphere® and
you’ll be cooking with Cass.

January 2010
Demo-palooza
Join the BST Actors as we wrap up the holidays
with a flurry of science demonstrations. Each
demo is fifteen minutes in length and is aligned
with Pennsylvania State Standards of Education.
See our Demo listing for some of the great
shows being offered.

February – June 2010
Ye Ol’ Factory
Foreman Sal Cillia and his co-workers, Gene
and Gene, are giving tours of Ye Ol’ Factory,
the place where boogers are made. Join the
“BODY” on its routine morning smells, and help
the Genes in smell identification. Just beware
of foreign particles. This show is a blast! (PA
Standards 3.1.4.A; 3.2.4.B; 3.3.4.B)

Stuffee© Says Ouch
(Pre-K and Kindergarten only)
Stuffee has fallen down and now he has bruises
and scrapes. Help the Big Science Theatre
actors clean and treat Stuffee’s injuries so he
can heal properly. The show will cover basic
first aid and explain what really happens when
we get bruises, scrapes, and scabs. (PA
Academic Standards: 3.1.4A; 3.3.4B; 10.3.3B)

Stuffee is underwritten by Capital BlueCross and
presented in cooperation with the Pennsylvania
Gift of Life Donor Program.

BodyWorks
Find out how your body works and look at the
functions of several specific organs…REAL
organs! Our trained demonstrators will present
five different organs and illustrate how they
work in your body. You bring the brainpower –
we’ll bring the brain! (PA Academic Standards:
1.6.3C; 3.3.4B; 9.1.3I; 10.1.3B; 10.1.6B) 

Presented in cooperation with the International
Institute for the Advancement of Medicine.



WOW...Science to Go

Whitaker On Wheels (WOW) is our
traveling troupe of professional actors that
takes science theatre on the road and to
your school. This outreach program offers
large- and small-scale presentations that
can serve as an exciting pre- or post-visit
extension to your Whitaker Center visit
or as a great educational experience on
its own. School District Partner participants
receive a 10% discount.

Audience: up to 250
Length: 45 minutes 
Cost: First Presentation $450, Second
Presentation (same date, title, location) $175

Auditorium Shows

Pyramid Puzzle
Grades K–4
Help N Joy Eaton and Mal Nutrition make the
right choices to avoid the traps of overeating,
fad diets, and laziness, to reach the true
treasure of a healthy life, based on the updated
USDA Food Guide Pyramid. PA Academic
Standards: 10.3.3C; 10.2.3D; 10.4.3B; 10.4.3D

Race to Renew
Grades K–4
Mercedes is all revved up to race in the Energy
Cup until she learns that the use of fossil fuels
really burn up her friend, Elvira Mint. Discover
if Mercedes will drop out of the race or find an
alternative, as renewable and nonrenewable
energy sources are explored. PA Academic
Standards: 3.4.4B; 3.5.4B; 3.5.4D; 3.8.4C; 3.8.4A;
4.2.4A; 4.2.4D; 4.8.4C; 4.8.4D

Audience: up to 75
Length: 30 minutes
Cost: First presentation $250, Second
Presentation (same date, title, location) $100

Classroom Shows

On the Road with Stuffee©

Grades Pre-K–3
Our friendly seven-foot-tall, blue-haired friend
wants to visit your school! Stuffee opens up to
discuss body systems, good nutrition and organ
transplant education. PA Academic Standards:
1.6.3A; 1.6.3C; 3.3.4B; 9.1.3I; 10.1.3B; 10.1.3C;
10.1.6B

Stuffee is underwritten by Capital BlueCross
and presented in cooperation with the
Pennsylvania Gift of Life Donor Program.

Super Cold Science
Grades K–5
Super cold liquid nitrogen goes on the road to
make this demonstration one of the coolest
around. We illustrate the three states of matter,
shatter balloons, liquefy your breath, and make
liquid nitrogen ice cream…what better way to
wrap up a cool show! PA Academic Standards:
3.1.4B; 3.1.4E; 3.4.4A; 3.4.4B

Specialty gases provided by Airgas, Inc.

It’s Shocking
Grades K–5
We’ll spark your students’ interest in the
shocking world of static electricity by using a
Van de Graaff generator to illustrate electron
build-up, discharge, and static electricity safety. 
PA Academic Standards: 1.6.3A; 1.6.3C;
3.4.4B; 3.4.4C; 9.1.3I

BodyWorks
Grades 4–8
Join Dr. I. M. Screen as the human body is
brought to life through interactive demonstrations
and light-hearted illustrations featuring nine
REAL human organs. PA Academic Standards:
1.6.3A; 1.6.3C; 3.3.4B; 9.1.3I; 10.1.3B; 10.1.6B 

Presented in cooperation with the International
Institute for Advancement in Medicine (IIAM).

Scheduling Information
Discounts are available for multiple bookings on same day, same location. School districts
participating in Whitaker Center’s School District Partnership Contract (SDPC) Program receive a 10%
discount on WOW performances. To schedule a WOW program for your class, school assembly
or PTO science night, or for SDPC details, please call the Director of Education at 717/724-3865
or email at llauver@whitakercenter.org.



IMAX® Theater
You haven’t seen a movie until you’ve
seen an IMAX movie. Central PA’s biggest
screen turns any movie into a total
immersion experience. The screen itself is
65 feet high and 80 feet wide. That’s a
full six stories tall. The powerful 6-channel,
16,000 watt surround sound system
makes every film sound as big as it looks.
From under the sea to outer space,
educational films to Hollywood blockbusters,
2D to state-of-the-art 3D, IMAX makes
every movie an experience to remember.
Many films offer an online teacher’s guide,
which includes a synopsis of the film,
discussion topics, pre- and post-screening
activity ideas and supplementary educa-
tional resources.

Featured Films
Animalopolis
Fall 2009
This film is designed for our youngest
guests, pre-k to grade 2. Otters pray,
flamingos squawk, a calf who’d rather
dance than walk. Your students will want
to watch it again and again—you’ll like it,
too. Running time: 30 minutes.

Under the Sea 3D
Fall 2009
Prepare to be transported to some of the
most exotic and isolated undersea
locations on Earth and come face-to-face
with mysterious and stunning creatures of
the sea. Running time: 35 minutes.

Sea Monsters 3D
Fall 2009
This film highlights the complex and
fragile life within the Earth’s ancient oceans
by merging ultra-high-resolution computer
generated graphics with National
Geographic’s trademark authenticity,
compelling imagery and powerful
storytelling. This film is an unforgettable
prehistoric adventure. Running time: 45
minutes.

Dolphins and Whales 3D
Winter 2009–2010
Through the magic of IMAX 3D, travel from
dazzling coral reefs of the Bahamas to the
tropical depths of Tonga for close
encounters with dolphins, belugas,
humpbacks, orcas and manatees. Witness
the sophisticated communication and
social interaction of these fascinating and
fragile creatures. Running time: 45 minutes.

Titanica
Opening March 27, 2010
Combining spectacular life-size images of
the ship’s shattered remains on the ocean
floor with recollections of survivor Eva Hart
and computer-enhanced archival
photographs, Titanica brings to life a
remarkable story of history, science and
human ambition. Running time: 45 minutes.

Hubble 3D
Spring 2010
Hubble 3D chronicles the amazing saga
of the greatest success in space since the
Apollo Moon Landing. Featuring stunning
on-orbit coverage of the space telescope’s
final repair and jaw-dropping IMAX 3D®

flights through distant galaxies, Hubble’s
astonishing legacy has been captured
for generations to come. Running time: 45
minutes.

Library of Films
Whitaker Center is pleased to offer school
groups of 50 or more the opportunity to
schedule a special 10am showing of any
film in our library on a first-come,
first-served basis, or watch a new film. The
following films are currently in our library,
but availability is subject to change.
Bugs! 3D
Forces of Nature
Grand Canyon Adventure: River at Risk 3D
Hurricane on the Bayou
Journey into Amazing Caves
Michael Jordan to the Max
Mystery of the Nile
Santa vs. the Snowman 3D
Sea Monsters 3D
Thrill Ride: The Science of Fun
Under the Sea 3D



Performance Theater
Experience the intimacy and impact of
live entertainment at Central PA’s finest
performance venue. Outstanding
acoustics, beautiful décor, and over 600
comfortable seats — each with an
unobstructed view never more than 65 feet
from the stage — make Whitaker Center
the perfect space for live music, theater,
dance and more. Whitaker Center hosts
local Resident Companies and other
organizations that present educational
and cultural programming. Recent
performances have included: The Diary
of Anne Frank by Open Stage; The
Nutcracker by the Central Pennsylvania
Youth Ballet; The Sound of Music by
Theatre Harrisburg.

Whitaker Center to host CSI: LIVE!
Mad Science Productions is visiting
Whitaker Center in 2010 with CSI: LIVE!,
an exciting interactive stage presentation
about the fascinating world of crime scene
investigations. Based on the popular
television series and presented in Whitaker
Center’s Performance Theater, CSI: LIVE!
incorporates cutting-edge forensic
science, unparalleled audience interaction
and amazing visual effects into a unique
and exciting educational experience.

Date:
Wednesday, February 3, 2010

Showtimes:
10am and 12:15pm (choose one)

Fees:
$7.50/student; 1 free chaperone per
10 students

$12.50/student combo ticket
(Science Center + CSI: LIVE!) 

Call 717/214-4644

Resident Companies
Central Pennsylvania Youth Ballet
Since 1955, CPYB has grown into an interna-
tionally renowned classical ballet School and
Performing Company; providing exceptional
dance training for beginning to preprofessional
dancers in Central Pennsylvania. As a school,
CPYB has produced an incredible number
of professional dancers who have worked with
or are currently performing with top companies
in the United States and internationally. 
5 North Orange Street, Suite 3
Carlisle, PA 17013
717/245-1190 | cpyb.org

Harrisburg Choral Society
Harrisburg’s oldest chorus, established in
1895, is the area’s only group specializing in
performance of large choral works with
orchestral accompaniment. Open auditions are
held in September and January. HCS
encourages high school students to spend a
season with the group as Choral Scholars.
Each student selected receives financial support
for voice training.
P.O. Box 3788, Harrisburg, PA 17105
1-877/663-4279 | harrisburgchoralsociety.org

Market Square Concerts
Market Square Concerts is dedicated to the
presentation of a wide repertoire of chamber
music by professional artists of international
acclaim, both established and emerging. The
organization actively participates in activities to
further the understanding and appreciation of
chamber music, including educational outreach
through our Soundscape program.
P.O. Box 1292, Harrisburg, PA 17108
717/221-9599 | marketsquareconcerts.org

Theatre Harrisburg
For over 80 years, Theatre Harrisburg has
been enhancing the quality of life in the Capital
Region by providing diverse and affordable
theatre experiences and opportunities for
creative expression, theatre education and
intellectual stimulation for the Greater Harrisburg
Community.
513 Hurlock Street, Harrisburg, PA 17110
717/232-5501 | theatreharrisburg.com



School Field Visit Reservations
The following steps are designed to help
you prepare the information you’ll need to
arrange your group’s visit to Whitaker
Center for Science and the Arts. Because
visits are scheduled on a first-come,
first-served basis, please submit your
reservation request early.

Before you contact Whitaker Center
to make a School Field Visit
Reservation, please do the follow-
ing:
1. Review this Guide.
Choose the program(s) you’d like your students
to attend. The Educators’ Pass (click here to
print) entitles you to a free admission to the
Science Center for a preview visit.

2. Choose possible visit dates.
Consult your school calendar and your trans-
portation department BEFORE contacting
Whitaker Center. If there is only one date your
group can visit, please note this on the
Reservation Request Form. Please submit
Reservation Requests at least two weeks prior
to the requested field visit date.

3. Confirm your arrival and departure times.
Allow at least two hours for a 2-event visit, three
hours for a 3-event visit, and four hours for a
4-event visit. Add 30–60 minutes for lunch,
depending on which lunch option you choose.

4. Determine the number of students and
chaperones participating in the visit.
To ensure a great experience for all visitors,
please inform us of student and chaperone
special needs on the Reservation Request Form.
Because Discovery Labs and IMAX®

Documentaries have limited seating, we may
not be able to accommodate additional
students and chaperones on the day of the visit.
A minimum 1:10 chaperone to student ratio is
required.
Please note that for security reasons, parents
and other adults will not be permitted to join your
group once the visit is in progress.

5. Ask about Whitaker Center School District
Partnership School Field Visit Reservations
Contract Program.
Ask your principal if your school district partici-
pates in the School District Partnership Contract
(SDPC) Program.

6. Calculate admission costs.
Multiply the total number of students and
chaperones (teachers are considered
chaperones) by the rate for your visit (1-event,
2-event, 3-event, or Titanic: The Artifact Exhibit).
A 50% deposit is required once your field visit
date is confirmed. Schools in districts partici-
pating in the SDPC program are not required to
submit a deposit. Vouchers and Whitaker
Center/ASTC memberships may not be used
with school field visits.

7. Choose your lunch option
Option A: Bring Your Lunch and Eat at Whitaker
Center. Option B: Purchase Lunches in
Strawberry Square.

8. Complete the School Visit Reservation
Request Form at least two weeks prior to the
requested field visit date.
Click here to download a Reservation Request
Form. If you submit a Reservation Request less
than two weeks prior to the visit, you will be
required to pay for the visit in full with a credit
card.

Submit Your Field Visit
Reservation Request:
Whitaker Center offers three ways to request a
field visit.

Click here to fill out our online request form.

Call 717/ 724-3862 to request a field visit
reservation.
The School Reservation office is open Monday
through Friday, 9am-4:30pm. Please have your
completed School Reservation Request Form
available during the call. When leaving a voice-
mail for the School Reservations Office, please
provide your name, number, and the best time
for a return call.
OR
Fax your completed Reservation Request
Form to 717/214-2791, ATTN: School
Reservations Office.

Submit Your Field Visit
1. Field Visit Date is confirmed via email, fax
or phone within two business days.
The field visit date will be confirmed during your
phone call upon review of our scheduling
calendar. Faxed requests are processed in the
order they are received.

2. A confirmation packet is mailed to the
lead chaperone.
The lead chaperone will receive a confirmation
packet that includes a Reservation
Acknowledgement Form, School Visit Checklist,
detailed visit schedule, directions, and floor
plan map. Confirmation Packets are usually
mailed within 7–10 days after the field visit date
is confirmed.

3. The Lead Chaperone signs and returns
the Reservation
Acknowledgement Form to the School
Reservations Office with a 50% deposit payment.
Deposit payments can be made with cash,
check, money order, Visa, MasterCard, or
American Express. The Acknowledgement Form
and deposit must be received by the release
date noted on the form or the field visit may be
cancelled. Schools in districts participating in
the School District Partnership Contract
Program are not required to submit the 50%
deposit payment, but must sign and return the
Acknowledgement Form.

4. Use the School Visit Checklist to prepare
for your visit.

http://www.whitakercenter.org/files/pdf/Ed_pass_1009.pdf
http://www.whitakercenter.org/files/pdf/Ed_Guide_SRR.pdf
http://www.whitakercenter.org/files/pdf/Ed_Guide_SRR.pdf


Hours of Operation
Science Center
Tuesday through Saturday • 9:30am–5pm
Sunday • 11:30am–5pm
Whitaker Center for Science and the Arts is
closed on Mondays except for the Monday
following Christmas, the birthday of Martin Luther
King Jr., and President’s Day. The Science
Center is also closed on Thanksgiving
and Christmas Day. This schedule is subject to
change.

School Reservations Office
Monday through Friday • 9am–4:30pm

School District Partnership
Contract Program
Whitaker Center offers school districts the
opportunity to save even more on school group
visits. School districts that participate in the
School District Partnership Contract (SDPC)
Program save at least 10% off regular school
group rates, educator professional development
workshop fees, and Whitaker On Wheels (WOW)
bookings. For detailed information on all the
benefits of the SDPC program, contact Lori
Lauver, Director of Education at 717/724-3865
or llauver@whitakercenter.org.

Contacting Whitaker Center
School Reservations Office
Please provide your name, school name,
phone number and email address with
your detailed message to ensure a prompt
response to your inquiry or request.
school_services@whitakercenter.org
Phone 717/724-3862 | Fax 717/214-2971

Receptionist 717/214-2787
If you are delayed on the date of your sched-
uled visit, please use this number to contact the
School Reservations Office immediately.

Admission Prices
KidsPlace only 1-Event Visit 2-Event Visit 3-Event Visit Titanic: The Artifact Exhibition*

Students $4.00 $7.00 $9.00 $11.00 add $5.00; must have HSC visit
Teachers/Chaperones $4.00 $7.00 $9.00 $11.00 add $5.00; must have HSC visit
(Minimum 1:10 ratio)
SDPC Participants
Students — $6.00 $7.50 $9.00 add $5.00; must have HSC visit
Teachers/Chaperones — $6.00 $7.50 $9.00 add $5.00; must have HSC visit

Please Note:
KidsPlace visits include admission only to KidsPlace. Available to pre-K and kindergarten classes only.
1-event visits include admission to one of the following: Science Center, a Discovery Lab, or IMAX® Theater.
2-event visits include admission to two of the following: Science Center, a Discovery Lab, or IMAX® Theater in any combination. 
3-event visits include admission to three of the following: Science Center, a Discovery Lab, or IMAX® Theater in any combination. 
*Titanic: The Artifact Exhibition opens on March 27, 2010 and has a $5.00 per person fee; one of the events of the visit must be
the Science Center for this rate to apply.




